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DISPOSITION AND DISCUSSION: This is the clinical case of a 58-year-old white male that was admitted to the hospital because of unsteadiness in his walking. This patient has been evaluated because of the presence of elevation of the lipase, evidence of hypomagnesemia, and elevation of the liver function tests. The CT scan shows atrophy of the pancreas and a fatty liver that he is aware of for long period of time. In talking to the patient, he admits ethanol intake four to five cocktails on daily basis and has been doing that for a lengthy period of time. The ethanol abuse by itself could explain all the findings that we discussed above. The patient was evaluated by GI. Colonoscopy was done and it was negative. The possibility of pancreatic insufficiency has to be entertained and we are going to recommend the primary care physician Dr. Shechtman. The possibility of pancreatic enzymes administration to see whether or not the patient gets rid of the diarrhea. My strong belief is that everything is related to ethanol abuse. The patient was advised to slow down and eventually quit the alcohol intake and the cigarette addiction. From the nephrology point of view, the patient does not have any evidence of kidney disease. At this point, we are going to return the patient to the care of Dr. Shechtman.
The time invested 12 minutes reviewing the laboratory workup, in the face-to-face conversation 15 minutes and documentation 7 minutes.

 “Dictated But Not Read”
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